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Are you ready for Christmas? I
mean REALLY ready for Christmas… This year, I find myself
amazed that our King…our Savior…the Lord… came to us in
possibly the weakest form possible. He came as a baby totally
dependent upon his parents for
care. He came not just as a baby, but a baby born to peasants.
Those invisible people that the
powers that be just walk on top of. I think of all the ways that Jesus could
have come to us. He could have descended fully grown from the clouds
with the angels singing His praises. He could have been born to a great
king and queen and inherited an earthly kingdom. But that’s not how he
came.

So yes, do all your preparations. I have my first set of cookies baked. I
have my Advent calendar. We have our Advent wreath pulled out of storage (although confession…it isn’t on the table yet). Some Christmas gifts
have been purchased…some have yet to be figured out. Bill has the
manger scene and lights put up outside.
In all of that though, make time for Christ to really settle into your heart.
Perhaps “Welcome to Bethlehem” will help to prepare you. Perhaps it’s
sitting in a quiet church and letting your heart soften. Whatever you need
to do in this season of Advent to prepare you for the coming of the Christ
Child, do it!
The image above is one of my favorites to help keep Christmas in perspective. It really is all about that little baby.
May you embrace the reason for the season! Hope, Love, Joy and Peace
to you all!!

Sermon Themes and Scriptures

12/5

ADVENT WEEK TWO
BEST CHRISTMAS EVER
Peace - Isaiah 9:6-7

12/12 ADVENT WEEK THREE
Children’s Program at Zion

12/19 ADVENT WEEK FOUR
BEST CHRISTMAS EVER
Joy – Luke 2:8-11
12/24 CHRISTMAS EVE
BEST CHRISTMAS EVER
Love – John 3:16-17
12/26 Praise Band Hymn Sing

QUILT OF VALOR
Congratulations to Bob Severson, Sr. as
he received his Quilt of Valor this year.
We are grateful for his service and grateful that his service has been recognized
in this very special way.

DECEMBER
5th—Mike and Judy Hale
8th—Chase & Miranda Pollansky
19th—Chip & Jessie Matzke

3rd—Peggy Matzke
5th—Marvin Creuzer
Traci Davis
6th—Franco Ramirez
7th—Katlyn Steinmann
8th—Monica Ramirez
11th—Jacob Hoesly
14th—Dash DeNure
16th—Sara Jordan
17th—Mary Lee Jordan
Eli Salzwedel

18th—Charlotte Abplanalp
Darin Davis
20th—Melissa DeNure
22nd—Reagan Matzke
23rd—Corie Grossen
27th—Taylor Adkins
28th—Cashtin Soddy
29th—Dan Klopfenstein
31st—Phil Melton

DECEMBER ALTAR
DECOR
Worship Committee
DECEMBER
NOISY OFFERING
Will be for CareNet
Pregnancy Center

HAVE AN UPDATE FOR FACEBOOK ?

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

Please e-mail updates to Aurora
Daniels at:

We send our prayers for comfort and
peace to the family of Roger (Bud)
Zimmerman.

aroruad@gmail.com

Zion Finance Notes
The Zion Finance Committee will provide monthly Finance updates comparing actual income received versus what is
needed each month as per the budget. This year’s budget to meet all expenses is around $1,900 more than last year, or
$140,138. All numbers, (income and expenses) do not include special projects.

October

Year End Total

Total Income for October

$22,567

$125,874

Income Minus Misc. & Special Project Income

$14,146

$107,581

Monthly Budget

$10,949

$109,489

Variance of Monthly Income to Monthly Budget

$3,197

$1,908

ZION CHOIR CHRISTMAS MUSICAL—

”Welcome to Bethlehem”

It’s our mantra, it’s our motto, it’s the way we greet each guest: “Welcome to Bethlehem”.
The brilliant creators, Joel Lindsey, Jeff Bumgardner and Heidi Petak bring you a fresh
new heart-touching story that can’t help but resonate with everyone who hears it. Christmas is a time for joy and bringing hope to a hurting world, which is exactly what the Bethlehem Inn does for its guests every day of the holiday season! At Christmastime, people
from all over travel far and wide to stay at the Bethlehem Inn. Located in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, guests come to enjoy the magnificent decorations and grand holiday festivities. But more than anything else, they come to experience the warm welcome and kind
service provided by the owners, Mr. and Mrs. Wiseman, along with their friendly and helpful hotel staff. Throughout this musical, the theme of hope shines through during the different real-life circumstances faced by various characters, from a couple struggling financially to keep their hotel running to a teenage runaway needing help when she finds herself homeless.
Performances: Sundays, December 5 &19 at 1:30pm at Zion United Methodist Church,
N2350 Church Street, Juda, WI Masks recommended.
There will also be a video option available for those that prefer to watch online. Watch
our church’s Facebook page and Website for more information.

P.O. Box 118
Juda, Wisconsin 53550
(608) 934-5398

DECEMBER 26th
Come to Juda Zion at 10:45 the day
after Christmas to join the Praise
Band and make a joyful noise. No
service at Union on the 26th.

E-Mail:
Office@joumc.org
Facebook: JZOUUMC
Website:
www.joumc.org
MISSION
STATEMENT:
Growing within…
Sowing throughout

Dennis Pfingsten, Youth Leader
A very successful food drive was held on Saturday, November 6th!
The food collected on Saturday along with the donations brought to
church on November 7th totaled 572 pounds! The donated items
were divided out to the Green County Food Pantry which received
395 pounds and the Little Blue Pantry at Zion received 177 pounds! Thank you to everyone
who donated this year! Thank you to the youth who assisted on Saturday, they were Josh
McCullough, Jayden Brown, Hayden Scace, Blake Adkins and Katrina Mielke. I will keep the
group updated on a December activity!! Funds collected from the November aluminum cans will
be used to help purchase Christmas Gifts for the children whose names will be on the Christmas Tree at the Bank of New Glarus-Juda. If you have any ideas for group activities, please let
me know! As a reminder, empty aluminum cans may be dropped off at the Jefferson Township
Recycling Center or the collection cage at the corner of the bank parking lot on Walnut Street.
Year to date we have collected and recycled around 4,800 pounds of cans, which is about 200
pounds ahead of last year! At this time the only empty inkjet cartridges that are eligible for recycling are HP (Hewlett Packard), these can be left in the collection box in the overflow room at
Zion.
The December YF Aluminum Can Collection will be designated for the Stained-Glass Window
Repair Fund.

LIBRARY: Books/Videos/DVD’s
Grace by Max Lucado (Lucado)
Best selling author and pastor Max Lucado helps us dive deeper into what it means to be
changed by grace. God’s grace has a drenching about it. A wildness about it. A white-water,
riptide, turn-you-upside-downness about it. Grace comes after you. It rewires you.
Christmas at Rose Hill Farm by Susan Woods Fisher
Bess Riehl is preparing Rose Hill Farm for her Christmas wedding, but her groom isn’t who she
thought it would be. Billy Lapp is far away from his Amish roots working as a rose rustler for
Penn State and wants nothing to do with Stoney Ridge, his family, or Bess. And that suits Bess
just fine. Why should she think twice about a man who left without a word, without any explanation? It’s time she moved on with her life, and that meant saying yes to Amos Lapp, Billy’s
cousin and best friend. But as Bess’ and Amos’ wedding day draws near, her emotions tangle
into a tight knot. She loves Amos. Yet she can’t forget Billy.
And also the following books: A Holiday to Remember; Choose Joy; Jesus, our Perfect
Hope; God is Hope; All Earth is Waiting
DVD: 4 Films Hallmark Entertainment

COLLEGE GRADUATION
Sara Jordan will graduate from UW-Platteville on Saturday,
December 11th with a B.S. degree in both Choral and General education as well as a degree in Vocal Performance.
She student taught at Muskego schools with Sarah Milton,
Matt Wanner, and Genevieve Michels and absolutely
LOVED it. After graduation, she plans to move back home
to Juda and perhaps she will be able to do some substitute
teaching while on the job hunt for the next school year.

THANK YOU CARD
Thank you to everyone who donated to the November Noisy
Offering, a total of $47.83 was raised for the Stained Glass
Window Repair Fund.

CHILI MEAL—THANK YOU!!!
A big thank you to everyone who made the Oakley Union chili fundraiser so successful! We
were scraping the bottom of the roasters to fill the last orders.
If you were someone who helped provide the food or worked that day, thank you! If you were
someone who made the time to come by and pick up a meal or five, thank you! We had some
really large orders that were a special blessing. You know who you are...thank you!
We raised about $2000 to help us meet our expenses.

YF FOOD DRIVE

While the picture of all the bags and boxes looks
quite messy, it’s a great way to see the blessings that were poured out
on our community. A big round of thanks to Dennis and the YF who
organized this food drive and gathered up this abundance. (And thanks
to all the folks who helped behind the scenes, carrying it in, organizing
it, getting it to where it needed to be… Carol Davis, Kalvin Kaderlly, Bill
Jahn, Leanne and John Severson are the ones that I know of, but I’m
sure there were many others…. THANK YOU!)

The Historical Corner
By Hazel Matzke, Historian
Continuing the story of Pearl Harbor with David
Riley as a casualty on Dec. 7, 1941 when he
served on the USS Oklahoma:
The Oklahoma had been stationed at Pearl Harbor since 1937 for practice maneuvers, and it
was planned for her to be retired in 1942. On
Dec. 7, 1941 she was moored on Battleship Row.
She was immediately struck by a torpedo in the
attack. As she began to capsize, two more torpedoes struck and her men were strafed as they began to abandon ship. The ship rolled over
with her mast touching bottom and part of the keel exposed. 429 of the men were killed or
missing, while the rest swam to the next ship and helped with the fight there.
By early 1942 it was determined that the Oklahoma could be salvaged and that she was a
navigational hazard, having rolled into the harbor channel. Preparations for righting the keel
took 7 months to complete. The ship was then towed to drydock at Pearl Harbor where guns
and machinery, etc. were removed. She was decommissioned in 1944, put up for auction
and sold. As the ship was being towed to San Francisco a storm struck and the Oklahoma
began to sink. Her exact location is unknown.
In 2007 a memorial to the 429 casualties was dedicated on Ford Island and is part of the
Pearl Harbor National Memorial. David Riley’s name is on that memorial and also on a
plaque in the main entrance of Juda School. The plaque is in memory of the 3 former Juda
School students who died in World War II--- David Riley, Raymond Matzke, and Glen Rice. A
military plaque for David Riley is at Mt. Vernon Cemetery alongside the graves of his foster
parents, Elmer and Della Asmus. The military effects of David Riley had been sent to Elmer
Asmus, and then given to the Green County Historical Society, where they were displayed
some years ago in a shadow box. Included in the display was a photo of David, his medals,
and correspondence between the Navy and his foster parents.
Remains of 394 of the 429 casualties on the Oklahoma had not been identified and were
buried in the National memorial Cemetery of The Pacific. In April, 2015, those remains were
exhumed and renewed efforts begun to identify them. By Feb., 2021 it was announced that
the Defense Post MIA Accounting Agency program to identify remains was coming to a
close, with all but 115 accounted for, but they hoped to identify a few more before the program finally closed. Word was recently received that some remains that possibly were those
of David Riley were identified by “circumstantial evidence”, but until positive identification can
be made David is still listed among the unidentified casualties of the USS Oklahoma.

Thanks to Emerson Jordan and Deb Kraus-Smith for much of the above information.

Apportionments
What Are They and How Are They
Calculated?
You've hopefully heard me talk about how we
are a "global church". That means that there
are United Methodist churches / congregations
all around the world. 27% of all the Wisconsin
Conference apportionments (including ours)
goes to support this General Conference. It supports the General Conferences ministry and it supports the administration. 0.2% goes to support
our Jurisdiction (the North Central Jurisdiction). This is a grouping of conferences that includes us,
the Dakotas, Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, Ohio, Illinois and Indiana. They gather to do some of the
work that is more local. Then the remainder stays in Wisconsin for our work here. It supports
ministry and administration in our state. It funds new church starts, preparation of leaders, our
church camps, and several health and welfare agencies. These funds help us to reach out in ways
that a local church just cannot do on their own. They are NOT a "tax".
The calculation: # of members (minus 25) divided by the total Wisconsin Annual Conference gives
us our portion of the membership.
Then we add up our "cost of doing business" - pastor salary and benefits, staff salary and benefits,
program expenses and operating expenses. That gets divided by ALL the churches local expenses
added together.

Now we add up our portion of the membership with a DOUBLED expense portion, divide by three,
and multiply that number by the Wisconsin Annual Conference expenses.
For Union: We pay for 8 members (.000195% of all Wisconsin Annual Conference members). Our
expenses are $23882 of the $45M. Doubled, that's .00105% They add those two percentages and
then divide that by 3 to give our apportionment % of .00041 of the total. For 2022...$3312

For Zion: We pay for 88 members (.002149% of all Wisconsin Annual Conference members). Our
expenses are $99250 of the $45M. Doubled that's .00435% They add those two percentages and
then divide that by 3 to give our apportionment % of .00217 of the total. For 2022...$17292

