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Pastor’s Corner

Grace and peace to you all! I
thought that the month of Father’s
Day would be a good month for me
to pick up Henri Nouwen’s book The
Return of the Prodigal Son: A
Meditation on Fathers, Brothers, and
Sons. I thought that I’d pick up
some great tidbits about parental
relationships to share with you all.
And I found myself not even getting
past the Prologue without stopping
and saying “Wow!”. That’s what I
love about Henri Nouwen: He
speaks in a very gentle way that
somehow reaches deep into your
soul.
You’ll need a little bit of background
on the story before I can describe the
moment for you. Nouwen was
deeply touched by a painting by
Rembrandt entitled “The Return of
the Prodigal Son”. This painting
touched him at a time when he was
desperately tired and needing
comfort. In a year of transition for
him, he says “It seemed as though
my fellow Dutchman [Rembrandt]
had been given to me as a special
companion.” I’ve put a copy of the
painting in this article for those of you
who don’t easily access the internet,
but I recommend that if you CAN
access the internet, that you pull it up

there to view it in color and it’s full depth.
Nouwen had the opportunity to view the
painting at the Hermitage in St. Petersburg.
He spent HOURS in front of it…seeing it in
different light, focusing on different aspects
of it, truly experiencing the painting in a
way that few of us ever do.
In his first viewings of the painting, Nouwen
identified with the son. He was the son
exhausted from long travel. He wanted to
be embraced. He was looking for a home
where he could feel safe. He found that
feeling in this painting. But it was later,
after he placed his reprint in his work space
and looked at it daily, that he reached his
deeper understanding. There are actually
four figures (two men and two women) who
surround the father and son. They are very
different characters. One is almost hiding
in the shadows and looking down from
above. But Nouwen became aware of just
how long he had played the role of
observer. He had been teaching about the
spiritual life for years, but he asked himself,
“[have I] really ever dared to step into the
center, kneel down, and let myself be held
by a forgiving God?” He says that even
though he had a lifelong desire to be an
insider looking out (a desire that I think
many of us can relate to), he kept choosing
over and over again the position of the
outsider looking in. Giving up the safe
position of the critical observer seemed like
a “great leap into totally unknown territory”.
I invite you to look into yourself. Spend at
least a few minutes looking at the painting.
Who ARE you? Who do you DESIRE to
be? What do you need to do to BE
what/who you desire?
Sorry that I couldn’t bring you the Father’s
Day message I originally intended. Happy
Father’s Day to all the dads out there!
Pastor Kelly

The Historical Corner Judean Tidings
by Hazel Matzke, Historian
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Many of Zion Church’s older members will remember that the church once owned the
McElwee Hall which was located on Main Street, where the United Telephone Co.
building is now. The Hall…. was
purchased in 1923 for $2500
and was used for worship
services in 1954-55 when the
1909 sanctuary was torn down
and the present church built.
The first Hall in Juda, known as
the “Opera House”, was built on
the south side of Main St. on
land that the Witmer family
donated. It was used for local
social affairs such as receptions,
birthday parties, and dances,
also for temperance and antislavery meetings, medicine
shows, and abolitionist gatherings. In addition it was used for church dinners,
graduations, Memorial Day programs, plays by local or touring groups, cake walks, and
singing schools. This Hall was destroyed by fire, along with a number of other public
businesses.
The second Hall was built on the north side of Main St. The exact date of when it was
erected is not known, but the Modern Woodmen organization and the IOOF Lodge had
both claimed it at different times, and Walter McElwee was the last private owner. This
Hall was considered one of the best built and best equipped in the area. It had three
sets of scenery and the traditional advertising front curtain. The big basement was used
by women’s groups for cooking demonstrations while the men held their annual farm
instructions and the school children had a social time by playing there during the
afternoons. There was a kitchen, balcony, hallway, ticket office with a safe, stage
rooms, and furnaces. Lodges met there, roller skating parties, basketball games, family
reunions, plays, and church bazaars all brought crowds. Zion Church purchased the
building in 1923 and it was then used for church activities. When the 1909 Church was
torn down in August, 1954 until 1955 when the present church basement was
completed, the Hall was used for all worship services. The Hall was torn down later in
1955 and the United Telephone Co. purchased the site.

Thank You
Thank you to the Juda Bank for their food drive. It has filled up our little blue box food
pantry for the foreseeable future.
To everyone who donated to the April Noisy Offering $68.67 was raised for the Stained
Glass Window Replair Fund.
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Dennis Pfingsten -Youth Leader

The group is planning on putting together the Ingathering Kits in
the early part of June. March and April aluminum can collections
netted $221.61 for the Stained Glass Window Repair Fund at
Zion. The can collections for May will be used to purchase items
for Ingathering Kits. The can collection for June will go towards
the fundraiser for Ashlyn Stricker and July will benefit United Methodist Children’s
Services. With things beginning to open up, an event for the group will be planned for
the summer. As a reminder, empty aluminum cans may be dropped off at the Jefferson
Township Recycling Center or the collection cage at the corner of the bank parking lot
on Walnut Street. At this time the only empty inkjet cartridges that are eligible for
recycling are HP (Hewlett Packard), these can be left in the collection box in the
overflow room at Zion.

Thank You
Juda Zion UMC Sunday School would like to thank all at Zion UMC who gave so
generously to our Lenten fund for Operation Smile. $2880.00 was raised, which equals
enough for 12 smiles.

NEWSLETTER REMINDER
If you prefer an electronic copy of the newsletter
rather than paper, please e-mail the church
(joumc@wekz.net) from your preferred e-mail
address and we will add you to the distribution
list.

HAVE AN UPDATE FOR
FACEBOOK ?
Please send updates for
Facebook to Savanna
Daniels at:
annavasd@gmail.com

Judean Tidings
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June Sermon Themes and Scriptures
6/6 – God is Always Speaking - Psalm 1
6/13 – How God Wants to Be Worshiped Psalm 100
6/20 – Father’s Day - Proverbs 22:6; 1 Kings
15:25, 26; 1 Kings 15:1-3

6/27 – Seminary Student Paxton Bauer

Thank You – Pastor Kelly wants to thank those from the choir who practiced early
and came to join her for her birthday! Your love was much appreciated!!

In Case of Emergency…. June 21-27
Pastor Kelly will be away June 21-27. If you have an emergency (serious illness,
accident, death in the family) that needs immediate pastoral care, please contact Rev.
Tom Moe from Albany UMC. Contact information: cell phone 608-449-6510; Email:
drtommoe@yahoo.com

In Christian Sympathy
We send our prayers for comfort and peace to Fred Feldt
on the passing of his wife Joyce.
Condolences to Mike Hale & family, Terri Munz & Phil Welton
on the passing of Dick Hale.

June

3rd – John & Kathy Pierce
11th – Justin & Carrie Soddy
19th – Kim & Sue Trotter

3rd – Gracyn Bolton
Emma Stricker
th
7 – Crystal Brown
Shelly Jordan
Maddie Roth
th
10 – Matthew McCullough
Darin Roth
th
11 – Jan Ladwig
14th – Levi Brauer
Valli Brauer

15th – Scott Brown
18th – Evie Vavra
19th – Jody Makos
23rd – Lisa Behnke
E.J. Hoesly
th
24 – Kathy Broger
25th – Amanda Dundee
Jenna Jordan
th
27 – Kristi Davis
Randy Thompson

JUNE ALTAR DECOR
Crystal Brown
Kim Becker
JUNE NOISY OFFERING

WE ARE LIVESTREAMING ….
our Sunday 8:15am worship services on YouTube. If you are unable to attend in person,
please join us on our YouTube channel by searching YouTube for JudaZionWorship.

Will go to the Stained Glass
Window Repair Fund.

Zion Finance Notes
The Zion Finance Committee will provide monthly Finance updates comparing actual income received versus what is
needed each month as per the budget. This year’s budget to meet all expenses is around $1,900 more than last year, or
$140,138. All numbers, (income and expenses) do not include special projects.

April

Year End Total

Total Income for April

$11,793

$49,120

Income Minus Misc. & Special Project Income

$11,503

$47,481

Monthly Budget

$10,949

$43,796

Variance of Monthly Income to Monthly Budget

$554

$ 3,685

Ingathering 2021
Each year, churches around our state work together to put together kits for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. Previously we put together flood buckets. This year, they are asking us to focus on two
different kits which are in great need. The kits are due at Union or Zion by June 6th to be delivered the
2nd week of June. Pastor will get them to the correct spot for pickup. Perhaps you could pick up ONE
extra item when you do your shopping. These kits are used to help people who are dealing with some
of the worst moments in their lives and it’s a way we can reach our hands out to help others. Thank
you to all who have already contributed.

Personal Dignity Kit
1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels
1 Bath Washcloth - No kitchen towels
1 Adult Toothbrush - No multipacks
1 Bar Soap – 3 - 4 oz
1 Shampoo – 15 - 18 oz
1 Deodorant – 2 - 3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump
Place items in a 1-gallon resealable plastic bag
Video at www.midwestmission.org
$2 for toothpaste and razor

Homecare Kit
2 Liquid Household Cleaners 16 - 40 oz (no spray bottles)
2 Dish Soaps 16 - 34 oz
2 Liquid Laundry Detergents 32 - 64 oz
1 scrub brush with or without handle
Place items into a 5-gallon resealable bucket with a resealable cover.

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
Dinner Theater at the Fireside Theater in Ft. Atkinson
Date: October 17th, 2021
Cost: $75.91/person
If you purchased a ticket for the cancelled show in 2020,
you still have a ticket for this show.
Please contact Kim Becker (608) 214-0470 if you have
any questions.

P.O. Box 118
Juda, Wisconsin 53550
(608) 934-5398
E-Mail:
Facebook:
Website:

joumc@wekz.net
JZOUUMC
www.joumc.org

MISSION
STATEMENT:
Growing within…
Sowing throughout

LIBRARY: Books/Videos/DVD’s
Mixed Blessings by Wm & Barbara Christopher (thought provoking) Mixed Blessings is about the joys
and the heartaches of raising an autistic child. Any parent with a Special Needs child can identify with
many of the things shared in this book.
Yesterday’s Secrets by Kelly Ann Riley (fiction) Sarah gets a surprise visit from her old college friend Suzy
Carmichael who is visiting her great uncle, Carroll Shepherd. Suzy plans to organize some of his belongings to get the house ready to sell. Her great uncle is going to need to move into some kind of assisted
living facility because his caregiver, Suzy’s cousin, died unexpectedly recently. Suzy asks Sara if she would
mind helping, but then Suzy has to return home due to a family emegency Sarah is left to inventory and
organize the contents of the uncle’s attic. After only a couple days, Sarah is convinced that something
strange is going on. Carroll had already had some items that were missing – or stolen – and then Sarah
too finds things missing and rearranged in the attic she is working in. Sarah of course is determinded to
find out just what is happening.
DVD: Ben Hur

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES!
Royce Brauer

Luke McCullough

Miah Roth

CONGRATULATIONS COLLEGE GRADUATES!

Riley Adkins
UW LaCrosse

Aurora Daniels
Wheaton College

(Not Pictured)
Sara Jordan
Graduating from UW
Platteville Dec. 2021

Matt Schmitt
UW Platteville
December, 2020

Jack Speckman
UW—LaCrosse

May was the month for cleaning up and sprucing up
at Union. The sign for over the door was repainted.
The weights in two of the windows were repaired so
they can be opened again (with much under-thebreath cussing because it was NOT an easy job).
Wood nicks were touched up. Floors were vacuumed and scrubbed. Things were organized and
put away. And probably the biggest visible change
was that we took a chance on painting the fiber
board in the sanctuary. As this is being written,
things aren’t QUITE done, but it’s getting close.
Thanks to all the many hands that lovingly did the
much-needed work.

Does simply thinking about chocolate bring a smile to your face?
Try thinking about this – hanging out at a café with friends while enjoying your favorite hot beverage, nibbling on a brownie or bit of chocolate pie, laughing, talking, and relaxing together – it’s a
perfect gathering! Join us at Café Chocolat. It’s a retreat where we’ll focus on God’s grace – with
a bit of chocolate sprinkled on top.
This year’s Annual Ladies Retreat will be held, September 24-26, at the beautiful Prairie Star
Lodge in Browntown, WI. Overnight guests and day-trippers are welcome! Contact Corrie Daniels 608-558-3620 for more information and to hold your spot today! Overnight guest accommodations are available on a first-come-first-served basis. Registration deadline, July 26. Tell your
friends about this year’s tasty retreat!
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Lake Lucerne Camp will be hosting an Open House
on June 13th!
Tour the camp, meet staff, and enjoy an afternoon of
swimming.
Tours will begin at 1:00pm & 3:00pm.
The waterfront will be open for swimming and

boating from 2:00-3:00pm
RSVP to Jess at shaker@wisconsinumc.org or 920-293-4488

Green County Food Pantry
Address: 1129 17th Ave.,Monroe. Open: Mondays 2-4:30pm; Wednesdays 911am. Phone number: 608-329-7511. You may leave a message if needing
assistance. Curbside pick up will remain through the summer months. The pantry
will be closed on Memorial Day, Mon., May 31, and will resume normal hours on
Wed., June 2, 9-11am.
The month of April the pantry served 103 families which totaled 322 individuals.
Because of the curbside service the numbers have not been broken down listing
adults and children. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you who have
continued to donate to those who are in need of food and personal care items.
The last donation totaled 34 pounds. Current needs: Pudding/Jello, cake mixes,
Mac & cheese, personal care items, laundry soap, carrots and peas.

** Wedding **
Gene Keegan and Vickie Zimmerman
were married at Juda Zion on May 8th.
We wish them the very best in their
marriage!

