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Chip Matzke
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Grateful? What is there to be grateful about? My
back hurts. My beloved dog died. Suzy has been in the hospital. I’ve been living on
caffeine and Taco Bell trying to keep working while taking care of her. And haven’t
you noticed that it’s raining continually?! NOW my grass grows…it was brown all
summer!
Do you ever wonder how God hears our prayers? Are we in constant “grumble”
mode? Or do we offer up real gratitude? For many of us, it’s hard to see past our
difficulties. That’s why we need a month to consider gratitude. No, Thanksgiving isn’t
“biblical”, but giving thanks and showing gratitude certainly are! And think of the
timing of Thanksgiving. It comes right before our season of waiting for the Christchild. One of our greatest gifts! It softens us and prepares us to gratefully receive
that gift!
I am most thankful for my relationships. Most certainly, my relationship with God,
but also the many relationships that form my life… My parents, my children, my
grandchildren, my friends, my doctor, my chiropractor, my spiritual director, my fellow pastors, my district superintendent, my neighbors, and all the other many many
people who touch my life. You all give my life color. You hold me up when I am
hurting. You dance with me when I am dancing. And you are all gifts from God.
Thank you, Lord! I am richly blessed!
What is it that you are most thankful for? This is the season to thank God for those
blessings. Do you remember back when you were in first or second grade when you
made a turkey by drawing around your hand? And then each of the fingers became
something that you were grateful for. What does the adult version of that look like?
A gratitude jar where you write on slips of paper each day what you are grateful for
and see how they accumulate? Sticky notes around your bathroom mirror as you get
ready each morning? Whatever it may look like for you, just do it! Let your heart be
molded into patterns of thankfulness.

Happy Thanksgiving!

NOVEMBER
3rd John & Kathy Broger

15th Andy & JoAnn Eberle

4th JR & Shelly Jordan

17th Dan & Bev Klopfenstein

12th Eric & Marci Severson

28th Emerson & Mary Lee Jordan

1st Savanna Daniels
6th Todd Davis
Vince Thompson
7th Jordyn Steinmann
8th Kathy Roth
11th Roger Green
12th Eric Severson
13th Matthew Speckman

17th Virginia Zettle
Roger Zimmerman
19th Bryan Bauman
22nd Tucker Bolton
23rd Carrie Soddy
24th Bob Severson, Jr.
27th Corrie Daniels

NOVEMBER ALTAR DECOR
Traci Davis

HAVE AN UPDATE FOR FACEBOOK ?
Please e-mail updates to Aurora Daniels at:

NOVEMBER
NOISY OFFERING

aroruad@gmail.com

Will be for Stained-Glass
Windows

Zion Finance Notes
The Zion Finance Committee will provide monthly Finance updates comparing actual income received versus what is
needed each month as per the budget. This year’s budget to meet all expenses is around $1,900 more than last year, or
$140,138. All numbers, (income and expenses) do not include special projects.

September

Year End Total

Total Income for September

$9,902

$103,107

Income Minus Misc. & Special Project Income

$7,361

$93,435

Monthly Budget

$10,949

$98,540

Variance of Monthly Income to Monthly Budget

$3,588

$5,105

Baptism at Zion
On Sunday, October 24th, Mason Robert Bauman,
son of Brandon & Kelly Bauman was baptized at Zion
Church. Mason was born on May 12, 2021. His
sponsors are Kim Garrison and Bryan Bauman.

GOD’S CREATION CALENDARS
The YF is again selling God’s Creation Calendars.
During the month of November, the sample calendar
along with an order form will be on the back table in the
overflow room at Zion. The cost is $7. Payment can
be made at the time of delivery. Leave your order on
the table or give directly to Dennis.

HELP WANTED AT UNION
P.O. Box 118
Juda, Wisconsin 53550
(608) 934-5398
E-Mail:
Facebook:
Website:

joumc@wekz.net
JZOUUMC
www.joumc.org

MISSION
STATEMENT:
Growing within…
Sowing throughout

For Sunday mornings only —-Union is asking for families or individuals to shovel the snow on the steps and
ramp from December through March. A signup sheet
has been posted at the church.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY RESUMES!
The Bible study at Kay’s will be resuming in November! Our first gathering will be November 15th at
6:30 with our traditional potluck. Corrie will be taking
the reins from Shelly as our leader and we will be
doing a study called Who You Are In Christ. Books
are $7 and have just been ordered. If you would like
one (or need more information), please let Pastor

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
The American Red Cross is scheduled to be at the Juda School on
Monday, November 22nd from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Call the Red Cross today at 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule your
appointment! Only 37% of the population is eligible to donate blood
and only 10% actually do annually.

Dennis Pfingsten, Youth Leader
On October 23rd, members of the group along with a few guests
and parents took a Halloween Trip to Screamin Acres in Stoughton.
The group also enjoyed dinner at Culvers prior to the trip. Thank
you to Jerry Adkins, Mark McCullough and Shelly Jordan for helping
transport the large group!! The group will again be holding their annual food drive for the Green
County Food Pantry and the pantry at Zion on Saturday, November 6th and a collection at both
churches on November 7th. See related article in this newsletter. Funds collected from the November aluminum cans will be used to help purchase Christmas Gifts for the children whose
names will be on the Christmas Tree at the Bank of New Glarus-Juda. If you have any ideas for
group activities, please let me know! As a reminder, empty aluminum cans may be dropped off
at the Jefferson Township Recycling Center or the collection cage at the corner of the bank
parking lot on Walnut Street. At this time the only empty inkjet cartridges that are eligible for recycling are HP (Hewlett Packard), these can be left in the collection box in the overflow room at
Zion.

LIBRARY: Books/Videos/DVD’s
Dropping Your Guard by Charles R. Swindoll (Swindoll). Dropping Your Guard portrays Bible
teacher Chuck Swindoll at his best, delving into the treasures of God’s Word to reveal strategic
principles for building open and genuine relationships. Chuck Swindoll says, “My desire is that
our Lord will open your eyes to the value of authentic relationships, and that His Spirit will free
you to be vulnerable as you drop your guard with others in the family of God.
Friends and Family by Susan Page Davis (fiction). When Leo asks Diane out for Valentine’s
Day, she politely declines. But what is causing her hesitation? Could it finally be time for her to
open her heart to this loyal friend who has shown her such kindness? Meanwhile, Beverly receives a surprise gift with four legs and a waggly tail. Will the pup win her heart or drive a wedge
between Jeff and her? Shelley agrees to fill in as manager of the Cove while Rusty is away but
the experience makes her question her ability to takeover the business. And Margaret’s decision
to cook a gourmet meal for Allan leads to new discoveries about herself.
DVD: Refuge from the Storm

YOUTH GROUP FOOD DRIVE
The Youth Group will be holding their annual Food Drive on Saturday, November 6th. The same procedure will be used as last year.
We will be set up at the Jefferson Township Recycling Center from
9:00 a.m till noon accepting donations, Please have your items either boxed or bagged. If you are unable to bring your items that day,
you can bring them to church with you on Sunday, November 7th.
Donated items will be used to supply the pantry at Zion and the
Green County Food Pantry.

Union and Zion Charge Conference
Sermon Themes and Scriptures

November 14th at Juda Zion
Join us for Potluck at Noon. The Conference
will begin at 1:00pm.
Come to the yearly business meeting for the
church. This is where the budget gets
passed, we hear the “State of the Church”,
and talk about our future. Hope to see you
then! The musical practice will be after the
Charge Conference.

ZION CHOIR CHRISTMAS MUSICAL—
”Welcome to Bethlehem”
11/7

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
GRATITUDE
Fundamental Gratitude

Genesis 8, Exodus 12
11/14

GRATITUDE
Gratitude’s Nemesis – The

Grumble
Exodus 16
11/21

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
Lay Servant Randy Zemlicka

11/28

ADVENT WEEK ONE
BEST CHRISTMAS EVER
Hope - Isaiah 9:2

It’s our mantra, it’s our motto, it’s the way we greet each
guest: “Welcome to Bethlehem”.
The brilliant creators, Joel Lindsey, Jeff Bumgardner and
Heidi Petak bring you a fresh new heart-touching story that
can’t help but resonate with everyone who hears it. Christmas is a time for joy and bringing hope to a hurting world,
which is exactly what the Bethlehem Inn does for its guests
every day of the holiday season! At Christmastime, people
from all over travel far and wide to stay at the Bethlehem
Inn. Located in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, guests come to
enjoy the magnificent decorations and grand holiday festivities. But more than anything else, they come to experience
the warm welcome and kind service provided by the owners, Mr. and Mrs. Wiseman, along with their friendly and
helpful hotel staff. Throughout this musical, the theme of
hope shines through during the different real-life circumstances faced by various characters, from a couple struggling financially to keep their hotel running to a teenage
runaway needing help when she finds herself homeless.

Performances: Sundays, December 5 &19 at 1:30pm at
Zion United Methodist Church, N2350 Church Street, Juda,
WI Masks recommended.
There will also be a video option available for those that
prefer to watch online. Watch our church’s Facebook page
and Website for more information as it gets closer.

AT ZION
Monica Ramirez received her 3rd Grade Bible from
Jerry Adkins and Julie Davis during the October 10
worship service at Zion.

AT UNION
Caleb Burger received his 3rd Grade Bible from Laurie
Thommen and Jan Ladwig during the October 17th
worship service at Union.

THANK YOU CARDS
Thank you to everyone who donated to the September Noisy Offering, a total of $94.16
was raised for the Stained-Glass Window Repair Fund.
Thank you to the Zion Congregation for the special Pastor Appreciation surprise and gift.
You all bless me every week, but it’s nice to be honored.

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY
Received a long unsigned letter about Pastor Appreciation Day. While it
said many good things about our pastor, it’s too long for this newsletter.
We’re including just the closing:
“I don’t know how Pastor Kelly does whatever she does do in her sermons; but I always leave feeling better than when I came. So, Pastor
Kelly, thank you, and I do appreciate you – even if it’s not Pastor Appreciation Day today.”

The Historical Corner
By Hazel Matzke, Historian
This December is the 80th anniversary
of the attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7,
1941. President Roosevelt called it “A
day that will live in infamy”. One of the
more than 2400 casualties that day
was a young man who had lived in
Juda for many years and had been a
member of Zion Church.
David Joseph Riley was born in the
Town of Suamico, Brown County (near
Green Bay) to George F. and Ethel J. Riley. Due to unknown circumstances he was placed
in the Childrens Home Society of Wisconsin. On August 7, 1927 he came to Juda to live as
a foster son with Elmer and Della Asmus. They lived in Spring Grove Township on a farm.
David was a member of Zion Church and also a member of the Triangle Sunday School
class. He was a student at Juda High School and a member of the orchestra there. After 3
years of High School he found work at Karlens Bakery and the Moose Café in Monroe.
During that time he joined the National Guard, Company K in 1939. On May 7, 1940 he enlisted in the U. S. Navy. His preliminary training was at Great Lakes Naval Training Station
near Chicago, and after a brief visit in Juda in July,1940, was sent to Bremerton, Wash. as a
seaman second class. Later he was assigned to the U.S. Oklahoma where he was engaged
in radio work.
The ship Oklahoma was commissioned in 1916 and served in World War I as part of the Battleship Division Six, protecting convoys on their way across the Atlantic Ocean. After the war
she served in both the Battle Field Fleet and the Scouting Fleet. The Oklahoma was refitted
and modernized between 1927 and 1929. In 1936 she rescued American citizens from the
Spanish Civil War. On returning to the West Coast, she spent the rest of her time in the Pacific and was eventually assigned to Pearl Harbor. David Riley was on board the Oklahoma
during the time of the attack on Dec. 7, 1941, when the ship was torpedoed and sunk.
The rest of the Story next month.

Thanks to Emerson Jordan and Deb Kraus-Smith for much of the above information.
The attached picture shows David on leave in Juda, and was taken by Frank Jordan.

